
  

Press Release 
 
MishMash Productions and Inspire: Culture, Learning and Libraries 
have won a national Fantastic for Families Award for outstanding 
contribution to arts and culture for families 
 
MishMash Productions in partnership with Inspire: Culture, Learning and Libraries have won 
Best Family Welcome for their contribution to arts and culture for families during 2017. 
 
Voted for by a panel of expert judges from the arts sector, awards recognise the outstanding 
events that took place during 2017 and the exemplary family-friendly organisations and 
venues that participated. 
 

“What especially impressed [the judges] about their approach was the way in which the 

welcome to families, particularly from areas with low engagement with the arts, was 
integrated into their production. Everyone involved in the production, from the creative team 
to the venue staff in libraries was clearly committed to making every aspect of a family’s visit 
a positive experience.’’ 
 
Awards recognise the fantastic organisations who put on excellent events, welcomed 
families into their building, thought about the needs of older visitors, and considered the 
caring responsibilities of their staff. 
 
The Best Family Welcome award recognises both the impact of the production of Smile on 
families and the approach taken by the partnership to welcome new audiences into library 
venues – particularly Mansfield Library in Nottinghamshire.    
 
Told through magical, theatrical chamber music and performed in an intimate setting by 
exceptional musicians, Smile takes the audience on a delightful musical adventure based on 
the book Augustus and His Smile, written and illustrated by Catherine Rayner. Smile toured 
to 10 library venues in Nottingham and Nottinghamshire in October 2017 in partnerships with 
Inspire: Culture, Learning and Libraries, Nottingham City Council Library Service, 
Nottingham Music Hub, Nottinghamshire Music Hub and Nottingham Lakeside Arts. 
 
Smile has also been shortlisted in the Best Family Event category. 
 

“We are delighted that both the excellent partnership approach and extraordinary creative 

team have been recognised in this way.  With Smile we have been able to bring the highest 
quality arts experiences to audiences unlikely to attend mainstream venues.  By working 
together to create a show that is engaging, exciting and interactive presented in the most 
welcoming of community venues we have introduced a new generation of audience to 

fantastic musical experiences.”  Liz Muge, Creative Producer MishMash Productions 

 
“I’m extremely proud that the Mansfield library team have received this recognition – but also 
of the great team work across Inspire with MishMash productions to bring this amazing show 
to Nottinghamshire libraries.”  Peter Gaw, Chief Executive Officer, Inspire 

 
Fantastic for Families is a website and promotional campaign run by the Family Arts 
Campaign, helping families to discover affordable and relevant quality arts and cultural 
activities from trusted organisers in their local area. Since its beginnings in 2013 as an 
annual national Festival during October, it has reached approximately 2.2 million family 
members and included over 750 pieces of newly commissioned work specifically for families. 
 



 Full list of winning organisations 
 Find family events near you at fantasticforfamilies.com 

 
Ends 
 
For more information about MishMash Productions please contact Liz Muge at 
liz@mishmashproductions.co.uk and for Inspire: Culture, Learning and Libraries please 
contact Carol Newman at carol.newman@inspireculture.org.uk    
 
For more information about Fantastic for Families contact: 
Clair Donnelly, Family Arts Campaign Project Manager 

020 3198 6106 

clair@thealbany.org.uk 

 

Notes to Editors: 
Fantastic for Families is a national promotional campaign run by the Family Arts Campaign 
and funded by Arts Council England. It aims to connect families with arts and culture. The 
campaign is centred around a national listings website which includes new work that has 
been created especially for families, and focuses on vital and relevant information required 
for families to make an informed decision about attending and event.  
 
The Fantastic for Families badge is also used by organisations nation-wide to recognisably 
brand events and activities that could be appealing to families. Fantastic for Families began 
in 2013 as the national Family Arts Festival before becoming a year-round event listings 
service for families in 2017. www.fantasticforfamilies.com 
 
MishMash Productions is a national leader in producing, promoting and touring exciting 
and innovative music led productions for young audiences.  Since 2014 MishMash 
Productions has been researching and developing approaches to engage family audiences 
in exciting, accessible, magical productions combining excellent chamber music with 
immersive theatrical experiences 
 
Productions to date include: 
Hubbub: a Musical Adventure - developed in collaboration with award-winning composer 
Paul Rissmann, and theatre director Martin Berry Hubbub toured nationally in 215 and 2016 
and was awarded a Highly Commended in the 2016 Get Creative Family Arts Festival. 
 
Smile – based a wonderful book by Catherine Rayner this production for 3 – 6 year olds and 
their families toured 10 libraries in 2017 featuring a range of music from Bach to Bartok, 
Dohnanyi to Ravel as well as original material devised by the company of 3 chamber 
musicians.  The show will tour nationally in autumn 2018. 
 
Inspire: Culture, Learning and Libraries is a Community Benefit Society delivering a 
range of cultural, art, library and learning services. These services are funded by 
Nottinghamshire County Council, The Arts Council of England, Education and Skills funding 
agencies.  
 
Set up in April 2016, Inspire is an independent organisation that has charitable aims and 
status and covers: 
 

 Libraries 
 Archives 
 Arts 
 Inspire Learning  
 Inspire Youth Arts 
 Inspire Music and Nottinghamshire Music Hub 
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