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Hubbub  
A Musical Adventure 
 
Out of the darkness… light 
Out of the silence… sound 
From whisper to rustle to racket to din 
Join the Hubbub - where magic is found! 
 
Come along on a magical, musical journey as 5 friends follow the trail of the 
mysterious blue beetle in the quest for a lost voice.  
 
With original live music performed by musicians from the celebrated Aurora 
Orchestra, this enchanting new show is sure to captivate children and their 
adults alike. 
 
Created by MishMash Productions in association with Nottingham Lakeside 
Arts, Aurora Orchestra and with the support of Arts Council England, PRS for 
Music Foundation, the Hinrichsen Foundation, Nottingham Music Hub, 
Nottinghamshire Music Hub, and Round Hill Primary School. 
 

Duration: Approximately 45 minutes.   
 
For ages 5 + (schools and families) 
 
Creative Team 
Director: Martin Berry 
Creative Producer: Liz Muge 
Composer: Paul Rissmann 
Designer: Hannah Wolfe 
Lighting Designer: Richard Statham 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 

About Hubbub A Musical Adventure 
Approximately 45 minutes long with no interval Hubbub is a piece of theatrical chamber 
music developed for audiences of children aged 5 and above and their families.  Performed 
by musicians from the acclaimed Aurora Orchestra Hubbub has the highest quality, original 
classical music at its heart.  The music, the musicians and our actor combine with magical 
design and lighting to tell an adventure story about a mischievous beetle and the quest for 
the lost voice. 
 

The action takes place in a den like structure bringing the small audience within touching 
distance of our ensemble to create an immersive and intimate connection with the 
wonderful live music.  The adventure story sees the five friends embark on a journey 
through a muttering meadow, a rickety bridge, under the sea and into a volcano following 
our playful beetle friend. 
 

You can find a link to the promotional trailer here. 
 

For ages 5 + (suitable for schools and families).   
 
MishMash Productions 
Children can find magic in places which grown ups overlook: the dark muffled space inside 
the box, the patter of rain on the roof, the saucepan set, the overgrown garden.  For years 
children’s theatre has had a rich tradition of exploring these imaginary worlds: but what 
about music? 
 

After a two year project extensively researching the potential of music for young audiences 
MishMash Productions has been formed to create something new and exciting: original 
music that directly connects with the world of children. 
 

We believe that children deserve to be presented with musical experiences of the highest 
quality, engaging their young minds and taking them on thrilling and inspiring adventures.  
 

In 2015 we developed a brand new piece of work, combining original music with an 
engaging theatrical experience that will leave young eyes and ears utterly spellbound. 
 

This exciting new work has been developed in collaboration with an ensemble of four 
musicians from the celebrated Aurora Orchestra, actor Josie Rattigan, award-winning 
composer Paul Rissmann, theatre director Martin Berry and designer Hannah Wolfe. 
 

Created in association with Nottingham Lakeside Arts and Aurora Orchestra and with 
financial support from Arts Council England, the PRS for Music Foundation and the 
Hinrichsen Foundation, the work toured nationally in both Autumn 2015 and Autumn 2016.  
 
For more information see www.mishmashproductions.co.uk  
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_CDXP1yIM90
http://www.mishmashproductions.co.uk/


 

 
 

 
Our People 
Liz Muge  - Creative Producer 
Liz has worked in and around Music since graduating from Leeds University in 1999.  On 
discovering there isn’t much need for second rate Oboists in the world she has focussed 
instead on bringing the best possible musical experiences to children and young people.   
 
Liz is passionate about music and the impact great music can have on all people both as 
audiences and participants, particularly very small people.  After 15 years working in Music 
Education, and following a period of  
research funded by the Arts Council,  
Liz established MishMash Productions  
in 2014 to create magical,original music 
for young audiences. 
 
 
Hubbub - Creative Team 
Martin Berry – Director 
Martin is Artistic Director of New Street Theatre Company and Associate Director at 
Nottingham Lakeside Arts.  He has a Masters Degree in directing from the Bristol Old 
Vic.  Work includes directing for Nottingham Playhouse, Tobacco Factory Theatres, Bristol 
Old Vic, Greenwich Playhouse, Aurora Orchestra, Italia Conti and BBC radio, as well as 
national musical theatre tours.  He is also an international and UK examiner for Trinity 
College.  In the coming year Martin will direct productions of Oedipus Rex, Neverland and 
Romeo and Juliet. 
 
Paul Rissmann – Composer  
Paul studied at the Royal Academy of Music, Guildhall School of Music and Drama, and the 
Royal Conservatoire of Scotland.  His music has been performed by orchestras throughout 
the world, including the New York Philharmonic, London Symphony Orchestra and 
Melbourne Symphony Orchestra.  In 2012 Paul won a British Composer Award for his 
composition The Chimpanzees of Happytown.  He currently holds the position of Animateur 
for the LSO and is Children’s Composer in Residence for Music in the Round.   
 
Hannah Wolfe – Designer 
Hannah graduated from the Glasgow School of Art in 2006 before moving into costume and 
touring extensively with companies including Scottish Opera, Scottish Ballet and National  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 
 

Theatre Scotland.  In 2014 she graduated with a Masters in Theatre Design from Bristol Old 
Vic Theatre School.  Recent credits include Amadis de Gaule (Bloomsbury Theatre, London), 
and After All This (Ovalhouse, London) 
 
Richard Statham – Lighting Designer 
Richard has been the resident Technical Manager at Nottingham Lakeside Arts since 2009.  
In that time he has designed the lighting for the majority of in house productions, most 
recently Christmas Carol, Oh What a Lovely War, Midsummer Night’s Dream and the Wiz. 
 
Artistic Collaborators 
Aurora Orchestra 
Since its creation in 2005 Aurora Orchestra has established itself as one of the UK’s 
foremost professional chamber orchestras, and amongst the most creative and 
adventurous performing ensembles in the UK.  It has  
developed a particularly strong reputation for  
collaboration across art forms and innovative concert  
presentation, in addition to an ambitious schools  
programme and the critically acclaimed concert series  
for early years and family audiences, Far Far Away. 
 
Nottingham Lakeside Arts 
Nottingham Lakeside Arts (NLA) is The University of  
Nottingham’s public arts programme welcoming more 
 than 200,000 people of all ages to a vibrant performance, 
 exhibition and museum programme each year. 
 
NLA is passionate about providing access to excellence, and is a founding member of East 
Midlands Children’s Theatre and Dance Network which takes high quality theatre to 11 
venues, supported by Arts Council England Strategic Touring Funding.  NLA is delighted to 
be a partner in the creation of this exciting new experience for young audiences.   
 

Marketing Support 
A separate marketing pack including images, ensemble biogs, posters and flyers is available 
on request. 
 

Technical and Practical Information 
The Touring Company 
Hubbub is touring with 7 company members including: 

 5 performers (cellist, bassoonist, violinist, clarinettist and actor) 

 1 production manager 

 1 stage manager 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 

Get in 
We will require a minimum get in of 4 hours and get out of 1 hour and the use of 2 venue 
crew. 

Dressing Rooms 
We require two dressing rooms to 
accommodate our performers, an 
additional room to act as production 
office and access to a rehearsal room for 
our musicians during the get in period. 

 
Set 
Hubbub is set within a circus style tent.  
We require a footprint of 11m by 10m 
including the audience seating and 

 allowance for backlighting the structure.  Please advise the Production Manager 
immediately if this is not possible.  Audience seating is toured by the company by way of 
benches, cushions and soft flooring. 
 
Ideally we would like to play on top of a black vinyl dance floor if available, but not 
essential. 
 
Lighting 
Hubbub tours with lighting desk, LED profiles, birdies, dimmers, hazer and appropriate 

cabling, all of which can be run from three 13A outlets.  We may ask to borrow the odd bit 

of cable depending on the location of 13A outlets in your performance space but otherwise 

we are fairly self-contained.  Occasionally we will supplement our toured lighting with in-

house stock depending on positioning  

and location of our Performance Tent.   

This is mostly to fill in a few tricky areas  

from FOH, add a gobo wash if required  

and add in house lighting to fit the seating  

area we also tour. 

 

Sound 
Hubbub is a chamber music performance  
for young audiences and as such we have no requirements for sound. 
 
Special Effects 
We are touring a Unique 2.1 Hazer.  Please ensure that all smoke isolation measures are in 
place prior to our arrival.  We also use helium balloons in the performance so please advise 
us immediately should this be a problem. 
 

 

 



 

 
 

Front of House 
Hubbub features flashing lights and smoke so please ensure suitable warnings are in place 
for patrons FOH.  We will require 2 stewards during the performance and have programmes 
to be handed out on the doors (free of charge) and audience surveys and badges to be 
distributed at the end of the show. 
 
Feedback 
‘Perfect blend of top quality chamber music & wonderful storytelling’ Simon Hollingworth, 

Arts Programmer/Consultant 

‘Thank you so much for the tickets. The concert was amazing. The children really enjoyed 

themselves and loved the story and the instruments’ Teacher 

‘The music was first rate and the whole thing was joyous and full of utterly inspired 

moments’ Ian Burton, CEO Nottingham Music Service 

‘An imaginative romp, demonstrating the versatility of music and its power to narrate, 

engage and entertain’ Mumsnet Nottingham 

‘This was the best children’s music event I have ever experienced – and I’ve experienced 

quite a few!’ Audience Member 

‘It was absolutely brilliant!  Should be compulsory viewing for all children!’ Audience 

Member 

‘Made Classical Music accessible, informal, unstuffy, expressive and fun’ Audience Member 

‘Beautifully presented and performed to the highest quality, the children and parents were 

captivated for the whole show.’ Nick Wells, Entertainment and Events Manager, The Apex, 

Bury St Edmunds  

More Information and Bookings 
For bookings please contact Liz Muge, Creative Producer on 
liz@mishmashproductions.co.uk or 07990 592336 
For more information please see: www.mishmashproductions.co.uk 
 
Supported by Arts Council England through Grants for the Arts Funding 
 

 

mailto:liz@mishmashproductions.co.uk
http://www.mishmashproductions.co.uk/

