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Hubbub  
A Musical Adventure 
 
Out of the darkness… light 
Out of the silence… sound 
From whisper to rustle to racket to din 
Join the Hubbub - where magic is found! 
 
Come along on a magical, musical journey as 5 friends follow the trail of the 
mysterious blue beetle in the quest for a lost voice.  
 
With original live music performed by musicians from the celebrated Aurora 
Orchestra, this enchanting new show is sure to captivate children and their 
adults alike. 
 
Created by MishMash Productions in association with Nottingham Lakeside 
Arts, Aurora Orchestra and with the support of Arts Council England, PRS for 
Music Foundation, the Hinrichsen Foundation, Nottingham Music Hub, 
Nottinghamshire Music Hub, and Round Hill Primary School. 
 

Duration: Approximately 45 minutes.   
 
For ages 4 + and their families 
 
Creative Team 
Director: Martin Berry 
Creative Producer: Liz Muge 
Composer: Paul Rissmann 
Designer: Hannah Wolfe 
Lighting Designer: Richard Statham 
 
Available for touring Autumn 2016 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 
 

About Hubbub A Musical Adventure 
Approximately 45 minutes long with no interval Hubbub is a piece of theatrical chamber 
music developed for audiences of children aged 4 and above and their families.  Performed 
by musicians from the acclaimed Aurora Orchestra Hubbub has the highest quality, original 
classical music at its heart.  The music, the musicians and our actor combine with magical 
design and lighting to tell an adventure story about a mischievous beetle and the quest for 
the lost voice. 
 
The action takes place in a den like structure bringing the small audience within touching 
distance of our ensemble to create an immersive and intimate connection with the 
wonderful live music.  The adventure story sees the five friends embark on a journey 
through a muttering meadow, a bubbling brook, and a beetle burrow following our playful 
beetle friend. 
 
For ages 4 + and their families.  Available for touring Autumn 2016.  
 
 
MishMash Productions 
Children can find magic in places which grown ups overlook: the dark muffled space inside 
the box, the patter of rain on the roof, the saucepan set, the overgrown garden.  For years 
children’s theatre has had a rich tradition of exploring these imaginary worlds: but what 
about music? 
 
After a two year project extensively researching the potential of music for young audiences 
MishMash Productions has been formed to create something new and exciting: original 
music that directly connects with the world of children. 
 
We believe that children deserve to be presented with musical experiences of the highest 
quality, engaging their young minds and taking them on thrilling and inspiring adventures.  
 
During 2015 we are developing a brand new piece of work, combining original music with 
an engaging theatrical experience that will leave young eyes and ears utterly spellbound. 
 
This exciting new work is being developed in collaboration with an ensemble of four 
musicians from the celebrated Aurora Orchestra, actor Josie Rattigan, award-winning 
composer Paul Rissmann, theatre director Martin Berry and designer Hannah Wolfe. 
 
In association with Nottingham Lakeside Arts with financial support from Arts Council 
England, the PRS for Music Foundation and the Hinrichsen Foundation, the work will tour in 
Autumn 2015 to Nottingham Lakeside Arts, Kings Place London, The Apex Bury St Edmunds, 
and the CBSO Centre Birmingham (a co-promotion with BCMG) before embarking on a 
longer 10 date tour in 2016. 
 
For more information see www.mishmashproductions.co.uk  

http://www.mishmashproductions.co.uk/


 

 
 

Our People 
Liz Muge  - Creative Producer 
Liz has worked in and around Music since graduating from Leeds University in 1999.  On 
discovering there isn’t much need for second rate Oboists in the world she has focussed 
instead on bringing the best possible musical experiences to children and young people.  
This journey has included spending time as the Education Director at Huddersfield 
Contemporary Music Festival, a Regional Co-ordinator for Charity Youth Music, the Chief 
Executive Officer of a small music charity Make Some Noise and more recently as Business 
Development Manager at the Nottingham Music Service.   
 
Liz is passionate about music and the impact great music can have on all people both as 
audiences and participants, particularly very small people.  After 15 years working in Music 
Education, and following a period of  
research funded by the Arts Council,  
Liz established MishMash Productions  
in 2014 to create magical,original music 
for young audiences. 
 
 
 
 
 
Hubbub - Creative Team 
Martin Berry – Director 
Recent credits as director/associate director include: Macbeth, Harvest, Richard the Third 
(Italia Conti, London), The Last Five Years (Brewery Theatre/Lakeside), The Lonesome West 
(Alma Tavern), A Christmas Carol, Sweeney Todd, Into The Woods, Lysistrata, Oh What a 
Lovely War, Little Shop of Horrors, Doctor Faustus, A Midsummer Night’s Dream (Lakeside), 
The Mod Crop (Theatre Royal), Savage Children, Pictures at an Exhibition, The Last Days of 
Mankind (Bristol Old Vic and tour), Joseph and the Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat (West 
End and tour), Hammer of Defiance (Galleries of Justice), Terrorism (Greenwich Playhouse), 
To Kill A Mocking Bird with Harriet Walter (Bath Literature Festival) and The League of 
Youth, Our Man in Havana (Nottingham Playhouse). 
 
Credits in TV and radio include associating on The Archers for Radio 4. 
 
In 2015 Martin will be developing a new production of The Wiz and Neverland as well as a 
revival of his production of Michael Eaton’s All School Should be Art Schools. 
 
Martin is an international examiner for Trinity London, including extensive work in Asia, and 
trained at Rose Bruford College.  He has a Masters Degree in directing from the Bristol Old 
Vic. 
 
 

 



 

 
 

Paul Rissmann – Composer 
Paul Rissmann was born on the Isle of Bute, Scotland. He studied composition and classical 
saxophone at the Royal Academy of Music, Guildhall School of Music and Drama and the 
Royal Conservatoire of Scotland.  
 
He currently holds the position of Animateur for the London Symphony Orchestra and is 
Children’s Composer in Residence for Music in the Round. His diverse portfolio of 
compositions range from electronic music for Microsoft to an orchestral fanfare for the 
opening of the Twin Sails bridge.  
 
Paul is frequently commissioned to set children’s books to music. His partnership with 
Ensemble 360 has resulted in hundreds of performances around the UK, from the Crucible 
to the Wigmore Hall. In 2012 Paul won a British Composer’s Award for his composition The 
Chimpanzees of Happytown. This piece was recently recorded by the London Symphony 
Orchestra, with Paul as narrator, and will be released in 2016. 
 
Future commissions include a concert suite inspired by Alice in Wonderland for the LSO, 
a theatrical collaboration for MishMash Productions and the Aurora Orchestra, and a choral 
work for 16 singers to be performed to babies aged 6-18 months. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hannah Wolfe – Designer 
Hannah graduated from the Glasgow School of Art in 2006 with a BA (hons) in Painting and 
Printmaking. She worked briefly installing exhibitions and as a scenic artist before moving 
into costume, touring extensively with companies including Scottish Opera, Scottish Ballet 
and National Theatre Scotland. In 2014 she graduated with a Masters in Theatre Design 
from Bristol Old Vic Theatre School. 
 
Theatre design credits include ‘Club Noir Presents: A Night at the Opera’ (Picturehouse, 
Edinburgh), The Innocent Mistress (Bristol Old Vic Studio), Love Steals Us From Loneliness 
(Brewery Theatre, Bristol), London Road (Bristol Old Vic Studio), Kafka vs. Kafka (Etcetera 
Theatre, London), The Gigantic Beard That Was Evil (Bristol Old Vic Studio), Amadis de 
Gaule (Bloomsbury Theatre, London), After All This (Ovalhouse, London), Clause 39 
(Salisbury Playhouse), Where We Are (Egg Theatre, Bath). Film credits include ‘I’ll Be Right 
Here’, ‘The Rule of Thumb’, ‘The Clay Wall’ (all for Digicult), ‘Serenade’ and ‘Cherubino’ by 
Shadwell Opera for Channel 4. 
 
 

 

https://soundcloud.com/paul-rissmann/sets/the-chimpanzees-of-happytown
https://soundcloud.com/paul-rissmann/sets/the-chimpanzees-of-happytown
http://www.paulrissmann.com/aliceinwonderland-1


 

 
 

Artistic Collaborators 
Aurora Orchestra 
Since its creation in 2005, Aurora Orchestra has established itself as one of the UK’s 
foremost professional chamber orchestras, and amongst the most creative and 
adventurous performing ensembles in the UK.  It has developed a particularly strong 
reputation for collaboration across art forms and innovative concert presentation, focused 
around its flagship New Moves series, which since 2010 has forged a new kind of 
‘Orchestral Theatre’, fusing instrumental music with dance, film, visual arts and theatre.  As 
the youngest winner in the Ensemble category at the annual Royal Philharmonic Society 
Music Awards, the orchestra is recognised for it’s highest quality of performance with an 
exceptional breadth of artistic horizons and a trailblazing approach to concert presentation. 
 
A second hallmark of Aurora’s output has been its particular commitment to young 
audiences: rejecting the assumption that  
programming for families and children should be  
secondary to an orchestra’s ‘core’ artistic  
programme, it has consistently embraced work 
 for, with and by young people at the heart of its  
output.  In addition to an ambitious schools  
programme, the orchestra has developed a strong  
reputation for outstanding children’s concerts 
through projects delivered on behalf of partners  
Southbank Centre, Wigmore Hall, the Barbican,  
Glyndebourne, the BBC Proms and a critical  
acclaimed concert series for early years and family  
audiences, Far Far Away.  
 
Nottingham Lakeside Arts 
Nottingham Lakeside Arts is The University of Nottingham’s public arts programme 
welcoming more than 200,000 people of all ages to a vibrant programme of performances, 
exhibitions, workshops and talks each year.   
 
Nottingham Lakeside Arts was established by The University of Nottingham in September 
2001, when the Pavilion housing the newly built Djanogly Theatre first opened, adding to 
the University’s pre-existing arts buildings of the Djanogly Gallery and Djanogly Recital 
Hall. NLA’s ongoing development is entirely due to The University’s continued financial 
support for the core programme, as well as its support of Knowledge Transfer initiatives, 
through collaborations and partnerships with UoN students, academics and staff. 
 
Marketing Support 
A separate marketing pack including suggested copy, images, ensemble biogs, posters and 
flyers is available on request. 
 
 

 



 

 
 

Technical and Practical Information 

 Get in: minimum 4 hours  

 Get out: minimum of 1 hour  

 Crew: company provides one production/technical manager.   

 Request two venue crew 

 Ensemble of 4 musicians (Violin, Clarinet, Bassoon and Cello) and one actor 

 No sound required 

 Running time of approximately 45 minutes with no interval 

 Minimum performance space of 6m by 6m  

 Performance space to include audience seating (under a canopy) for a capacity of 80. 

 Can be placed as a self-contained structure (including space for audience) in a 
concert hall, studio theatre or on a main stage 

 
Please request full technical pack for details 
 
Autumn 2015 Tour 
Promoters are welcome to preview the show at one of the 2015 Autumn shows: 
Friday 16th October, Nottingham Lakeside Arts 11am and 1.30pm 
Saturday 17th October, Nottingham Lakeside Arts 10.30am, 1pm or 3.30pm 
Tuesday 27th October, The Apex Bury St Edmunds 10am and 11.30am 
Saturday 31st October, Kings Place London 10.30am and 12pm 
Sunday 1st November, CBSO Centre Birmingham 1pm and 3.30pm 
 
For tickets please contact liz@mishmashproductions.co.uk  
 
More Information and Bookings 
 
For bookings please contact Liz Muge, Creative Producer on 
liz@mishmashproductions.co.uk or 07990 592336 
 
For more information please see: www.mishmashproductions.co.uk 
 
 
Supported by Arts Council England through Grants for the Arts Funding 
 
 
 

 

mailto:liz@mishmashproductions.co.uk
mailto:liz@mishmashproductions.co.uk
http://www.mishmashproductions.co.uk/

