
Tour Pack 2018/19



Told through magical, theatrical chamber music and performed by exceptional 
musicians, Smile takes the audience on a delightful musical adventure.  For 

children aged 3 – 6 years and their families/settings.

Based on the book Augustus and His Smile, written and illustrated by Catherine 
Rayner and published by Little Tiger Press.  www.littletiger.co.uk

Smile is available for national touring in Autumn 2018 and Spring 2019

Illustrations from Augustus and His Smile © Catherine Rayner, 2006.  Published by Little Tiger Press

http://www.littletiger.co.uk/




About Smile

Approximately 40 minutes long with no interval Smile is an award winning piece of 
theatrical chamber music developed for audiences of children aged 3 – 6 and their 
families or settings*.  Performed by 3 exceptional professional musicians Smile tells the 
story of Augustus the tiger and his search for his smile featuring a range of chamber 
music from Bach to Bartok as well as original pieces devised by the ensemble.  The 
music and the musicians combine with magical intuitive design and direction to bring 
this enchanting story to life for our very youngest audiences.

The set is small and intimate bringing the audience within touching distance of our 
ensemble to create an immersive and intimate connection with the wonderful live 
music.  The adventure sees our trio climb the tallest trees and swim with magical flying 
fish in search of the elusive smile. You can find a link to the promotional trailer here.

Duration: Approximately 40 minutes

Creative Team:

Director: Martin Berry

Creative Producer: Liz Muge

Designer: Helen Fownes-Davies

Musical Director: Sophie Rivlin

* A resource pack full of linked activities designed for pre-school/foundation stage/KS1 teachers and practitioners is also available

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PdHGJrWIUBM&feature=youtu.be


'Beautiful intuitive direction which seamlessly enhanced the children’s 
experience of the story. The undersea fishing, the mountain projection and 
the rainstorm were particularly fantastic. The interactive moments were so 

skilfully woven into the piece so as not to interrupt or suspend the story 
but as to bring the children further into the different moments. The 

performers were delightful and the music was totally mesmerising.’ Manya
Benenson, Nottingham Playhouse



About MishMash Productions

MishMash Productions is a national leader in 
producing, promoting and touring exciting and 
innovative music led productions for young 
audiences.  Formed in 2014 to create something new 
and exciting we believe children deserve to be 
presented with performances of the highest quality; 
combining engaging chamber music with immersive 
theatrical experiences. 

Previous productions include Hubbub: A Musical 
Adventure.  Developed in collaboration with the 
critically acclaimed Aurora Orchestra, award-winning 
composer Paul Rissmann, and theatre director Martin 
Berry Hubbub toured nationally in 2015 and 2016 
and was awarded a Highly Commended in the 2016 
Get Creative Family Arts Festival.

Smile was developed in collaboration with Inspire: 
Culture, Learning and Libraries during 2017 with 
funding from the Arts Council England Grants for the 
Arts Libraries fund and toured libraries across 
Nottingham and Nottinghamshire in October 2017





Marketing Support
A separate marketing pack including images, ensemble biogs, posters and flyers is available on request.

Technical and Practical Information
The Touring Company - Smile will tour with 4 company members, including 3 performers (cello, violin, and 
violin/viola) and 1 company stage manager.

Space  - A 5m x 5m performance space is ideal.  The set is small and flexible and ideal for libraries, community 
centres, schools and studio spaces.  The venue needs to have a minimum ceiling height of 2.5m.  The audience 
should be seated level with the performance space on cushions and chairs (not toured) up to a maximum of 100 
(for best audience experience).

Sound and Lighting - The performance is entirely acoustic and no sound equipment or support is required.  The 
production is designed for non-professional spaces such as libraries, schools and community spaces therefore no 
lighting is required or provided.

Timing  - The show runs to 40 minutes.  Minimum get in time is 1.5 hours and get out time is 1 hour.

Support  - The company require at least one member of staff to support get in/get out.  Venues will also 

need to provide stewards during the performance and to hand out programmes (free of charge) on the door.

Dressing room  - One additional space will be needed to act as a dressing room for the 3 performers, 

big enough to allow some musical warm up/rehearsal.

Resource Pack - An educational resource pack is available designed for pre-school/foundation stage teachers and 
practitioners including extension activities and further links.

Touring

Smile is available for touring Autumn 2018 and Spring 2019.



Feedback:

‘Excellent, engaging and very good quality production. 
Toddler loved it.’ Audience Member

‘Mesmerising, accomplished musicians.  Thank you so 
much!’ Audience Member

‘Delightful, educational, inspirational, uplifting.  Thank you’.  
Audience Member

‘Absolutely stunning.  An incredible performance.  A perfect 
way to introduce young children to classical music.’ 
Audience Member

‘Intense, emotional and stunning.’ Audience Member

‘Our children loved the music and sensory resources.’ 
Setting Staff

‘The children were all thoroughly engrossed.’ Setting Staff

‘The music was lovely and enhanced by the simple but 
beautiful use of scenery and props.’ Setting Staff

‘The children were fully engaged because the performance 
appealed to all the senses and was completely interactive.’ 
Setting Staff

Photos © Pamela Raith Photography





Creative Team

Liz Muge – Creative Producer

Liz is passionate about music and the impact great music can have on all people, particularly very small people.  In nearly 20 
years working in Music Education Liz has spent time as the Education Director at Huddersfield Contemporary Music Festival, 
the Chief Executive Officer of a small music charity, Make Some Noise, and more recently as Business Development Manager 
at the Nottingham Music Service.   Following a period of research funded by Arts Council England Liz established MishMash
Productions in 2014 to create magical, original music for young audiences.

Martin Berry – Director

Martin has directed 39 productions, 3 radio plays and 3 national and international tours.  He has worked at regional and 
London venues including the Queens Theatre Hornchurch, the Royal Festival Hall, RADA, Nottingham Playhouse and the 
Bristol Old Vic.  2017 brings work with Aurora orchestra, 2 new plays funded by Arts Council England and a brand new 
production of Beauty and the Beast.  He has a Masters degree in directing, is an international examiner for Trinity College, a 
fellow of the Royal Society of Arts and sits on the board of Stage Directors UK.  He also has an insatiable penchant for cake.

Helen Fownes-Davies - Designer

Helen has worked extensively as a freelance designer in theatre for over 20 years; Mainstage productions include Nottingham 
Playhouse, York Theatre Royal, Liverpool Royal Court, Harrogate Theatre, Mac Birmingham and the Lakeside, Nottingham she 
has toured with Roundabout Theatre, New Perspectives, Red Earth, OTTC, Women in Theatre, Flying Panda and Eclipse. Her 
designs have toured into national and international main-stage venues and transferred into the West End, as well as designing 
many productions for children’s theatre and delivered numerous workshops over the years. Helen is also a part-time lecturer 
at Nottingham Trent University in Theatre Design.

Sophie Rivlin – Musical Director and Performer (Cello)
Sophie Rivlin is a freelance cellist who has performed chamber music at venues including the Wigmore Hall, 
St Johns Smith Square and the Purcell Room. She currently performs with ensembles including TROUPE and 
the Metier Ensemble and has played with orchestras including the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra and the 
Northern Sinfonia. She was involved in MishMash Production’s previous collaboration with the Aurora 
Orchestra. She studied at Cambridge University and the Royal Academy of Music.





Collaborators

Smile was developed in collaboration with Inspire: Culture, Learning and Libraries with funding from Arts Council 
England Grants for the Arts Libraries fund and developed in association with Nottingham Library Service, Nottingham 
Music Service, Nottinghamshire Music Hub and Nottingham Lakeside Arts.

Inspire: Culture, Learning and Libraries

We are a Community Benefit Society launched by Nottinghamshire County Council with a mission to inspire people to read, 
learn and enjoy culture.

Our services include public libraries, archives, arts, Instrumental Music Teaching, Community Learning and Skills Service, 
Nottinghamshire Music Hub and the Education Library Service. We are dedicated to inspiring people to grow, learn and 
achieve whether through a love of reading, music, the arts or education.

Nottingham City Council Library Service

With a wide range of services and activities for all ages, no child is too young to visit a Nottingham City Library and it’s totally 
free to join. Each library holds a weekly Totstimes for families with pre-school children where we share rhymes and stories. 
The SMILE production is an exciting addition to our programme of events. Find out more about city libraries at 
www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/libraries. Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.

Nottingham Music Service

We believe that music makes a difference. As a registered charity and lead partner for the Nottingham Music Education Hub, 
Nottingham Music Service is committed to making music more accessible and inclusive. 

Nottingham Lakeside Arts
Based on University Park Campus, next to Highfields Park, Lakeside Arts is the University of Nottingham’s public 
arts programme, attracting 185,000 visitors every year. Lakeside’s multi-art form venues include the Djanogly
Theatre, Gallery, and Recital Hall, the University of Nottingham Museum, the Weston and Wallner Galleries, 
artist studios, two cafés, and a shop filled with unique and beautiful gifts.

https://webmail.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=oa9GbKLbuiybk0fFuOVlp5zIU423z5E4aFPPT3v8d0PBYeKMe_rUCA..&URL=http://www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/libraries


Feedback:
'I think you've done such a wonderful thing with my 
book. Taking it to a whole new audience, interpreting 
the story and illustrations in ways I'd never even dreamt 
about. You are a truly gifted team and I feel incredibly 
honoured that you worked your magic on one of my 
stories. Thank you.

Your performance illustrated beautifully that picture 
books are not only to be read with our eyes; You took 
something from the page and turned it in to a whole 
new experience, as comforting and educational as a 
book but using so many different parts of a child's brain 
- engaging them with dancing, singing, music, craft, 
acting and playing. 

To manage to do all of those things in 45 minutes it 
amazing! Smile is a truly enriching experience for both 
children and adults alike.' Catherine Rayner - Author 
and Illustrator of Augustus and His Smile.

'Just a quick note to say how fabulous I thought this 
morning's performance was. The pace was judged really 
well and the youngsters had enough listening 
time and interaction in equal measure 
which was done skilfully. The 
musicianship was excellent and 
those little ones had quite a musical 
treat today!' Lucy Reid, 
Nottinghamshire 
Music Hub Manager



For more information and bookings please 
contact Liz Muge, Creative Producer on 

liz@mishmashproductions.co.uk
07990 592336

www.mishmashproductions.co.uk
@MishMashLiz

A full show reel is available on request.

mailto:liz@mishmashproductions.co.uk
http://www.mishmashproductions.co.uk/

